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FAITH REGULAR WINTER SERVICE 
MARCH 

WORSHIP:  9:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 8:30 AM 

CHOIR PRACTICE: 8:45 AM 

APRIL 

WORSHIP: 8 and 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15 AM 

CHOIR PRACTICE: 9:30 AM 

 
Dear Faith Family,  

From the bottom of my heart, a BIG Thank You to all 

Faith Friends for the various ways you helped me through this 

long horrible “Set back.”  

God Bless all of you. by Lillian Keiper 

 
 

DRIVERS  
Meals on Wheels needs volunteer drivers on either Tuesday or 

Thursday for Faith’s week, which is once every five weeks. 

Please see Pastor for Application. 
 

 

IMPORTANT NEWS 
REMINDER – WE’RE GOING ELECTRONIC 

Please remember that we are 

working to minimize the 

number of newsletters that are 

sent in the mail in order to 

reduce waste and save money.   

 

If you receive this month’s 

newsletter in the mail that 

means we do not have an email address for you.  If you are 

able to receive this electronically, please contact the office 

at faithlut@epix.net with your email address. The newsletter 

will also be published on our website:  

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org.  

 

Those who have difficulty accessing the newsletter 

electronically may request first-class mail delivery or pick up 

a copy in church. If you need to have it mailed, please call 

the office to let us know!  570-646-0309.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

March 
05 – Dinner Church with Lenten Study starting at 6 pm 

11, 18, 25 - Soup Supper at 6:15 pm  

followed by Lenten Service at 7 pm 

23 – Pocono Mountain Women’s Club from 5 – 10 PM 
 

April 
01 – Soup Supper at 6:15 pm & Lenten Service at 7 pm  

05 – Palm/Passion at 8 & 10:30 am  

08 – Easter Egg Coloring at 6 pm 

09 – Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm 

10 – Good Friday Service at 7 pm – see pg. 4 

11 – Easter Egg Hunt at 11 am 

12 – Easter Service at 8 & 10:30 am 

16 – Church Council Meeting at 7 pm 

25 – District Assembly time TBD 
 

ONGOING 
TOMEC – 1st Monday of the Month at 1 pm 

Girl Scouts – Every Tuesday at 6 pm. 

AA Meeting – Every Tuesday and Friday at 12 pm. 

Dinner Church – 1st Thursday of the Month at 6 pm 

Finance Committee – 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 11 am 

Church Council – 2nd Thursday of the Month at 7 pm 

Men’s Breakfast – 3rd Saturday of the Month at 8 am 
 

LOOKING AHAD 
• Ladies Bible Study begins in May. 

• Lilies/Pot price to order will be posted on March 8th 

in bulletin announcements. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 
 

This past Sunday was our Annual Congregational Meeting, which was well attended.  The Annual Report…including last year’s 

minutes, financial reports and committee reports…was approved unanimously. Church Council also made a motion to accept 

the Change to Bylaw C10.01a that was distributed to everyone in January.  This was seconded and approved unanimously, 

which means that we will now be holding our Annual Meeting on the third Sunday in September.  This meeting will include 

the proposed annual budget for approval, elections, as well as the annual reports.  We believe this change is important because 

it will allow attendance by many more members since so many are away in the winter months.  The meeting was followed by 

a French Toast breakfast, as we prepare for Lent. 

 

Lent is a time for looking into a mirror. The mirror over the sink may reveal our face, and any small 

wrinkles, but the mirror of Lent reveals even more: “Just as water mirrors your face, so your face 
mirrors your heart.”  (Prov. 27:19, The Message) 
 

Lent is about asking questions that hold up a mirror to our heart and soul:  questions about how we give, how we pray, and 

how we care for our neighbor… do we love the Lord with all our heart, mind and soul?  It is to lay open and bare before God 

our very lives…especially all the things we try to hide from others and ourselves.  But then, Lent is also about turning the 

mirror around to seek the face of the one who holds the answers…who saves us and makes us new. 
 

When you think of Jesus, what do you see?   How does he appear?   When you close your eyes to pray, does an image enter 

your mind?   Do you him as he appears in your favorite painting?  Or maybe you see Jesus as he is portrayed in a movie you 

watched growing up.   The truth is, not one of the authors of the gospels includes any physical description of what Jesus 

looked like.  Nor have historians found any authentic first-century portraits of Christ.  We just do not know what he actually 

looked like.  

 

But we do know that those who met him during his life did see his face.  They gazed into the eyes of the Son of God…and 

when they did, they were changed.  During Lent we will hear the stories of those who experienced Jesus in person…the 

Samaritan woman at the well, Nicodemus, a man born blind who now can see, and Lazarus, whose very life is restored and set 

free. If we listen carefully, we can learn a great deal about what it was like to peer into the face of the Son of God 

 

In April, we see Jesus turn his face towards Jerusalem and the events of Holy Week. Holy means “set 

apart.” Christians set apart an entire week to recall the events surrounding the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. Holy Week commemorates Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem; his gift of 

the Eucharist at the Last Supper; then his suffering and death.  Then on Easter we rejoice at the 

promise of new life through his Resurrection. 

 

I encourage you to make the time to worship with us through Lent and each night of Holy Week, to contemplate all that Christ 

has done and continues to do for us to reveal God’s love for the world.  Each day will help us grow closer to God and to one 

another as we consider what it means to follow the One who is willing to give up all for each of us.   

 

I invite everyone to join us in taking part in this powerful and life changing drama 

 

Your servant in Christ,              Pastor Debby 
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GET WELL SOON!  

Hospital: Michael Keegan, Andrea Haulk, Ginger Dornemann 

Prayer list: Eddie, Cheryl, Carol and Craig, Jim, Phyllis, Don, Lois, Lillian, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, 
Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STEWARD YOUR SOUL FOR A FULLER LIFE 

Jesus teaches, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul?” –Mark 8:36, 37 (NIV) 

 

Instead of the superficial “How’s it going?” a wise colleague asks friends, “How is your soul?”  

 

The question requires effort. To answer it I must plunge deep inside – below the constantly churning waters of everyday 

joys, hopes, ambitions, desires, anxieties and disappointments. These are so strong, especially our desires and ambitions, 

that if we are not careful, they can absorb all our time and energy.  

 

Jesus repeatedly warns us not to let our desires and our worries overwhelm us, keeping us from paying attention to the 

soul. Our soul is where we connect with God, the source of our greatest strength and truest identity. Without attention, 

our soul can wither like a plant without water. As with all the treasures God has given us, we must be stewards of our 

souls.  

 

The mystics of old and modern prophets (such as Richard Rohr, Marjorie Thompson, and Howard Thurman) teach us to 

employ prayer, holy silence, and other spiritual disciplines to tend our souls and keep worldly worries and desires from 

drowning us. 

 

This month begin a daily practice of caring for your soul. You might begin with five minutes of spoken prayer followed 

by five minutes of silence. Or reflect deeply on a Scripture passage. Or try prayerful yoga.  

 

With a little practice and attention, you can become stronger, more centered, and more spiritually resilient.  

 

How is your soul? 

 

--Rob Blezard 
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EVENTS IN DETAIL 
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

Our Lenten Bible Study this year is “Christianity & World 

Religions:  Questions We Ask about Other Faiths,” 

led by Adam Hamilton.  

 

He will explore four other major world religions, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism, and compare 

their beliefs with those of Christianity…identifying where 

our faiths have points of connection as well as where they 

diverge.  He encourages us to grow in our faith while 

building bridges with others, better enabling us to seek 

peace in our world, love our neighbors and find positive 

ways to share the gospel.  

 

In order to include all six sessions, the study will begin 

on Ash Wednesday and end on April 1. The schedule is 

listed below:   

 

Ash Wed. Feb. 26  6:15 pm Study    – 7 pm Worship 

service 

Thur. March 4 6 pm (as part of our monthly dinner 

church) 

Wed March 11 6 pm Soup supper – 7 pm Study & 

Worship 

Wed March 18 6 pm Soup supper – 7 pm Study & 

Worship 

Wed March 25 6 pm Soup supper – 7 pm Study & 

Worship 

Wed April 1 6 pm Soup supper – 7 pm Study & 

Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITHFUL FEAST 
WORSHIP AROUND THE DINNER TABLE 

The sharing of a sacred meal 

as friends and followers of 

Jesus is the heritage of the 

church.  Jesus invited friends, 

strangers and outcasts to sit around the table and break 

bread together. And for the first 300 years, Christian 

worship happened around dinner tables more than any 

other way.   

 

We have been hosting our Faithful Feast Dinner Church 

for three months, and had between 18-24 people each 

time, including several guests.  

 

We gather with prayer, singing, candles and the breaking 

of bread.  We sit around dinner tables for a hearty meal 

and meaningful conversation. We close with additional 

prayer and song, and finish with a cup of blessing.  We 

share our lives in their joys and sorrows, in brokenness 

and wholeness. Together, we create sacred community.   

Everyone is welcome!! 

 

Be sure to mark your calendars for our upcoming Faithful 

Feast Dinner Church on the first Thursday of each month:  

March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, etc.  

 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  
(Acts 2:42) 

 

HOLY WEEK 

April 5 - Palm/Passion Sunday:  

8 & 10:30 am 

 

April 9 - Maundy Thursday: 7 pm 

 

April 10 - Good Friday  
Ecumenical Service at St. Max: 12 noon  

Tenebrae Service at Faith Lutheran: 7 pm 

 

April 11 – Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday: 11 am 

 

April 12 – Easter Services - Sunday: 8 & 10:30 am 
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SUMMER CONCERTS COMING SOON --- 

Spring is here and the Concert 

Committee is gearing up for an 

endless Summer of music you will 

not want to miss!  Our 2020 

Pocono Mountain Summer 

Concert Series is booked and features four extremely 

talented groups – some new and some back by popular 

demand.  So, save these dates and watch for more 

information about how you can support our mission to 

bring free family friendly entertainment to the Pocono 

Plateau. 

 

Sunday, June 7 at 3 PM 

Major Minors Choir, directed by Nicole Rideout and 

accompanied by Ruth Kochera 

 

Sunday, July 19 at 7 PM 

Who Knows Band, featuring Keith Naylor and Heidi 

Dotterer 

 

Sunday, August 2 at 7 PM 

Stephen Perillo & NEPA Praise Band 

 

Sunday, September 13 at 3 PM 

Broadway and Beyond featuring Elizabeth Knecht 

 

POCONO MOUNTAIN WOMEN’S CLUB 

Margaret Driscoll, the Pocono Mountain Women’s Club 

President, is extending an invitation to all women 

interested in visiting and knowing what this club has to 

offer for the Pocono Mountain Community. There will be 

an Annual International Outreach Potluck to raise money 

in support of one of their many programs – Heifer 

Organization. The non-profit organization will be having 

their potluck on March 23 from 5 – 10 pm at Faith 

Lutheran Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH SUNDAY SCHOOL – Winter, 2020 

 
Blessings and Honor, Glory and Praise!  Our Sunday 

School children are thriving, as are their energetic and 

creative teachers and congregation supporters! 

 

If you haven’t peeked in, please check out our newly 

painted walls and newly furnished gigantic white board 

and bulletin boards in Fellowship Hall.  The children made 

“Thank You” posters for painters and installers Ed North 

and Mike Gillis and send their thanks too to neighborhood 

assistants. 

 

Sunday School offerings were prayerfully collected and 

thanked from the children and their families.  We met our 

goal and purchased our very first chicken through E.L.C.A!  

Now, we are collecting for a pig! 

 

During lesson time, our younger children are studying 

“Under Construction – How to Build Our Faith”, you may 

have seen the building permits, blueprints, wrecking ball, 

the firm foundation, and cement projects!  Our older 

children are journaling their comparison study of Old vs. 

New Testament stories.  Beginning with Creation and 

Garden of Eden vs. the Garden of Gethsemane to 

forgiveness in Noah’s Ark vs. the Prodigal Son.  Ask them 

to share their journaling with you.   

 

In March both classes will additionally focus on Lent and 

Easter, and, indeed, will be creating a wonderful surprise 

for you Easter Sunday! 

 

We are continuing to emphasize “Service Sunday”, the 2nd 

Sunday of the month, when our children assist in the 

worship service as Ushers, Lectors, Communion helpers, 

and Acolytes.   

 

Looking ahead to April, mark your calendars for Easter 

Egg coloring on Wednesday, April 8th, and our annual Faith 

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 11. 
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL 
Meeting on February 13, 2020. 

 

February is almost over, and an early spring is predicted by Pennsylvania’s resident rodent, Phil. Our snow shoveling 

volunteers couldn’t be happier. Now Ed North can start to put together this year’s lawn and garden volunteer roster. 

Please let him know if you are available.  

 

I am thinking about this because Lent is also here. Every year we give up something. Tradition or obligation? Why not 

something different this year. Don’t give it up but double down. Give us your time or talent here or for some other needy 

place like the food pantry. Double your weekly offering. Jesus said, “If anyone forces you to walk a mile, go with him for 

two miles.” We are not disciples of minimum requirements. Nothing ever changes by doing the minimum. Start this as 

your new Lent tradition. 

The food pantry continues to feed hundreds every week.  

 

Our Sunday School is still raising money for the Good Gifts program and may have something new in the works. They do 

like to surprise us, don’t they?  

 

As you should have noticed, the Finance Committee is now reporting how much we are behind on a monthly basis in the 

bulletin you get every week. While all bills are being paid, we can’t do many of the other things that we would like to do.   

Pastor North has made amazing progress in updating the church registry. As I mentioned last month, if we ask you for 

some specific information, that is why. 

 

Worship volunteers mark your calendars. On March 1, after the morning’s service, a meeting will be held to talk about the 

Worship Committee and its volunteers.    

 

The monthly newsletter is going PAPERLESS. Please make sure that we have your correct E-Mail address. If you still need 

this newsletter in print, make sure that we have your current address.  

 

The Congregational Meeting was held on February 23rd. All the usual items such as committee reports and the budget 

passed unanimously. The most important item was a change to the constitution. Now, instead of the Annual Meeting 

being held in February, we will hold it on the third Sunday in September. This will give more members the opportunity to 

attend and vote. Lastly, Ruth Major reminded everyone that the Synod Assembly will be held at Kalahari this year in the 

first week of June. This means that the Pocono Mission District will be responsible for many aspects of the event. We need 

volunteers to help out when and where you can Thursday, Friday or Saturday. This assembly will be a big one as we elect 

a new Bishop! See Ruth for details.  

 

Faithful in service and stewardship, 
 

Michael Gillis, Council President 
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KIDS PAGE 
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FAITH LUTERAN CHURCH               Church Office Hours 

PO Box 228                 8:00AM—1:00PM 

Blakeslee, PA 18610                Sunday Holy Communion Service 

The Rev. Debra A. North, Pastor               Apr.—Nov. 8:00 & 10:30AM 

570-646-0309 Office                    Dec.—Mar. 9:30AM 

570-643-6853 Fax                Sunday School  

570-481-4474 Pastor’s Home               Apr.—Nov. 9:15AM  

                  Dec.—Mar. 8:30AM 

faithlut@epix.net                 faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

          Mike Gillis      Council President 

          Tom Hutton    Vice President 

      John Lyman    Council Secretary 

      Lauren Catrino   Treasurer 

      Paul Frantz    Finance and Stewardship Chairperson  

      Phil Newlander   Financial Secretary 

      Rev. Debra A. North   Pastor 

      Barbara Fox    Witness and Service 

      Nancy Croughn   Witness and Service 

      Phyllis Nutt    Witness and Service 

      Barbara Monroe   Worship Committee 

      Arlene Sinclair   Worship Committee 

      Jacquie Halko    Worship Committee 

 

 

Maritza Oquendo—Parish Secretary   Molly Finkbiner—Music Director  John Casabianca—Sexton 

We’re on the web! 

FaithLutheranBlakeslee.org 

F 


