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Martin Luther King, Jr. was an incredibly eloquent and powerful speaker. Where would we be today 
without his dream?  
 
Though born into poverty and oppression, he kindled a deeply seated desire to become an agent of 
change. His parents were sharecroppers and his father also pastored a church a small church of 
just 13 people (which he later grew and expanded). King’s gifted genius was evident at an early age 
when he skipped 9th and 11th grades in high school and enrolled in college at the age of 15. King 
was valedictorian and president of his graduating class.  
 
After earning an undergraduate sociology degree at age 19, he 
enrolled in Crozer Theological Seminary here in Pennsylvania. During 
his last year in seminary, at age 21, he developed a mentor 
relationship with Morehouse College President Benjamin Mays. It was 
Benjamin Mays who instilled in King the vision of social change 
through non-violence and the power of the spoken word. King then 
enrolled in Boston University for his doctoral studies. He completed his 
Ph.D. at age 25 and became senior pastor of the Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church in Alabama. His work as an activist began with Rosa 
Parks being arrested for not giving up her seat. King then traveled 
across the country, giving hundreds of inspiring speeches to huge 
audiences in the tens of thousands everywhere he went. Within just 
TEN YEARS, by age 35, he had won the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
Martin Luther King intentionally and purposefully honed an articulate 
mastery of the English language and the spoken word. His powerful 
words still cascade down through time over the five decades since his 
passing. Who among us can listen to his “I Have A Dream” speech and 
not feel the power of his words stirring your spirit? Who among us does not have the deepest 
respect for King’s ability to stay the course and be continually empowered by his deep-seated 
vision despite endless setbacks and openly hostile attacks? Who among us does not admire King’s 
struggle to overcome a difficult childhood besieged in poverty in a household of sharecroppers 
and rise up to international prominence to take his place among America’s most amazing heroes? 
He spoke at his rallies with as many as 250,000 in attendance, such as the one at the Lincoln 
Memorial for “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.” A true motivational speaker if there ever 
was one!  

 
During his acceptance speech while receiving 
the Nobel Peace Prize, King said, “I believe 
that unarmed truth and unconditional love will 
have the final word in reality. This is why right, 
temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil 
triumphant.” We live in such a hurting world 
where there are too many insane voices out 
there that seem to have no other desire than to 
stir up strife and division. Such people thrive 
on creating chaos.  
 

“Every man must decide whether he will walk in 
the light of creative altruism or in the darkness of 
destructive selfishness.”  - Martin Luther King, Jr.  



We need more people to rise up like Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and be a voice for unity and 
bring healing to our land. To put aside 
bitterness and hatred and bring people 
together in love and peace. To remind us all to 
enjoy the wonder and splendor of life and the 
beauty of creation all around us. 
 
As Toastmasters, we love studying such 
people because they inspire us to live our best 
version of ourselves. Such American heroes 
motivate us to keep on going when we, too, 
experience endless waves of adversity that 
cause others to give up and turn back. Such 

men and women trigger a spark deep within that compels us to keep honing our craft, to keep 
bettering ourselves as public speakers. We continually rehearse and practice our art because we 
have a deep passion for standing in front of an audience and moving people to take positive 
action with our words and our inspirational stories.   

 
Why not stir up your own vision once again and apply yourself to the proven process of 
Toastmasters? This is a process that literally millions of people have profited from all around the 
world for the past 96 years since its inception on October 22, 1924. Toastmasters International 
currently has over 332,000 members in more than 15,400 clubs in 135 countries all around the 
world.  
 
Some people think that Toastmasters is just for beginners. I thought so for many years! It is not. 
Both the beginner and the highly paid advanced professional speaker have much to gain in the world 
of Toastmasters. One aspect of its inherent beauty is that it takes you where you are right now and 
ACCELERATES your growth to the next level. Believe me, I have watched many paid professional 
speakers that earn incomes over $150,000 per year that would gain even greater mastery at their 
craft with the help of Toastmasters. The more time and energy you smartly invest yourself in 
Toastmasters, the faster you will grow. Absolutely, positively guaranteed!   
 
If you have not signed up for a role, invest in your personal growth and step up to the plate. We are 
a loving supportive family that wants to help you become your best version of yourself possible! 
Shoot me an email to sign up for one of the roles below! 
 
Big hugs to everyone! Onward and upward!  
 
Rick 
 


